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view now predominant is that which was set forth in Macaulay's
essay on Mr. Gladstone's book on Church and State, where the
reviewer argues that a government in its public and collective
capacity has no more to do with religion than a railway com-
pany, and that if, as was maintained in the book, " the states-
man must be a worshipping man^' it would be equally reasonable
and expedient to attach the same condition to the chairmanship
of the railway direction.    In short, politics and theology, find-
ing that they cannot work together, have agreed to stand apart,
desiring to  have   as little  to  do  with  each  other  as  may
be possible ; and upon some compromise of this kind peace
is  now general!}' concluded, in the most advanced societies,
except between  the  extreme and irreconcilable   partizans in
either camp.    There may still be found in Europe a Church
party that would break in the State to the Church's harness,
and a political party that would give no quarter to ecclesiasti-
cism; but on the whole it is now becoming an established -
principle in Western Europe, that a complete and formal sepa-
ration between religion and civil rulership is essential to any
rational administration either of the State or of the Church.
The temporal sovereigns decline, so far as they can, interposi-
tion in  spiritual   affairs:   the  only   spiritual  potentate  who
still maintains  pertinaciously his right to intervene in the
temporal government of Christians, has, chiefly for this very
reason,  been recently  deprived  of   his   own  temporalities;
and the "main  current of modern opinion   sets  towards dis-
establishment, disendowinent, suppressing budgets des ' cultes,
cutting the States clear of their connection with Churches,
and taking up an attitude, in regard to religious institutions,
of irresponsibility  and  more  or less   respectful  unconcern.
So that the earlier ideas on this subject are now not  only
rejected,   but  reversed;  to the principle  of union  between
the secular and spiritual authorities is succeeding the principle
of divorce.

But if it is true that European ideas on the relations between
Church and State are reaching this climax, this makes it very-
well worth while to bear in mind that in the non-Christian
the earlier notions on this subject predominate, and